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Parade through downtown
Fort Myers, :

emphnsmng more family fun
this year” says organizer
Bobbi *This, way, an
entire ' can come out and
have fun for very litthe money.”

The Light Up the Town

For a list of Edison Festival events see page 3

Edlson Festival

focuses on

The Saturday party also
includes a free Family Fun
Zone from 1 to 4 pam. Along
with watching local perform-
€05 on A community stage, kids
c:luridamsevmlddes.
including a rock-climbing
;’;ﬂe‘wﬂ a train children can

Of course, there's also the
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PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRES

Junior Parade on Sunday, Feb.
0. That's when kids wave
from foats in a smaller ver-
ston of the big Edison Grand
Parade.

On Feb, 16, the Grand
Parade culminates in the sta-
dium show at Edison Stadium
at Fort Myers High School,

® See FAMILY on page 37

FAMILY

B Continued from page 3

featuring Pat Monahan, lead
singer and songwriter for Train.
That show will also have a
Bounce House and other kids'
games and activities.

“We're trying to
the way it used to
“Before, there was ¢
for children to do.”

That's why they booked The
Outer Toons cartoon band. Stage
and her family have seen the band
several times at Universal Studios,
where they perform regularly.

Those tunes from ‘toons keep
the kids happy, and they also send
adults on trips in the Wayback
Machine — thanks to famili
theme songs from “The Jetsons”
to “Mighty Mouse."

“It’s good for adults, too,” Stage
says. “Because there's a kid inside
all of us.”

Charles and the Toons can't
wait to rock Fort Myers. OE, rock

might not be the right word. But

5, he says, it'll be fun.

en-piece band dresses

in runn)' costumes and hams it up

on stage with saxophone, xylo-
flute, clarinet and more.

Charles spent years rocking
the bar circuit, but then he
wanted to do something more
kid-centric, He had two young

himselfl
“here wasn't any family enter-
iment out there,” he says. So he
ed his own.

That was about six years
and now The Outer Toons are
working on a TV pilot for a
music-education show. With any
luck, they’ll be the next Wiggles.

“We would LOVE that," he
says.

Until then, they'll keep the
tunes coming in their live shows,

Nothing beats playing for a
crowd of screaming, enthusiastic
kids, Charles says.

“1 love playing for kids"
Charles says. “It's the best audi-
2 They love it, and then

erybody else loves it, too”




